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Press release 

UN issues guidelines to minimize risk of invasive species 

Guidance targets pets, terrarium and aquarium species and live bait 

PyeongChang/Montreal, 10 October 2014 – The Convention on Biological Diversity today adopted new 

guidance to tackle the introduction of invasive species as pets, aquarium and terrarium species, and as 

live bait and live food. 

The guidance addresses a major pathway for introduction and spread of invasive alien species, as a 

significant percentage of global invasive introductions result from pets, aquarium and terrarium species 

that escape from confined conditions and then get into the natural environment. 

“This is an important step forward to prevent, and control the risks on biodiversity posed by non-native 

live animals, plants as well as  pathogens and parasites attached to the live specimens that are in trade, 

including growing market on the Internet trade,” said Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, Executive Secretary 

of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

"Safe trade of live animals and plants and responsible conduct protects unique biodiversity in the varied 

biogeographic regions of the world while facilitating an international market. This contributes to 

sustainable development world wide,” he added. 

The guidelines, which were adopted during the 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD 

(COP-12), fill a gap in the international guidance on prevention, control or eradication of invasive alien 

species. They are intended to apply to the import or transport of species to a country or distinct 

biogeographical area within a country, including trade via the Internet. 

The guidance is relevant to countries, relevant organizations, the industry and consumers, including all 

actors along the value chain, such as importers, breeders, wholesalers, retailers and customers. For the 

case of live food, this also includes restaurants and markets. It provides elements that national and other 

authorities may use for the development of regulations or codes of conduct, or that international 

organizations, industry and civil society organizations may use in voluntary codes of conduct and other 

guidance. 

In spite of countries’ efforts, the trend of invasions of alien species does not show signs of slowing down. 

The fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook 4, released earlier this week, re-affirmed that 

invasive alien species are a major threat to biodiversity and their introduction has accelerated as a result 

of growing international trade.  

This guidance directly supports the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity target 9 which says that “By 

2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or 
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eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to prevent their introduction and 

establishment.” 

To download the guidance, please visit   

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-12/insession/cop-12-L-05-en.pdf  

More information at:  http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-48-en.pdf  

For more information please contact David Ainsworth, Information Officer, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity at +82 (0)10 2149 0526 (until 17 October 2014) or at 

david.ainsworth@cbd.int 

Notes to Editors: 

The Convention on Biological Diversity 

Opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and entering into force in December 

1993, the Convention on Biological Diversity is an international treaty for the conservation of 

biodiversity, the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and the equitable sharing of the 

benefits derived from the use of genetic resources. With 194 Parties up to now, the Convention has near 

universal participation among countries. The Convention seeks to address all threats to biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, including threats from climate change, through scientific assessments, the 

development of tools, incentives and processes for implementation, the transfer of technologies, sharing 

information on good practices and the full and active involvement of relevant stakeholders including 

indigenous and local communities, youth, NGOs, women and the business community. The Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety is a supplementary agreement to the Convention. It seeks to ensure the safe use of 

living modified organisms LMOs obtained through modern biotechnology and to protect biological 

diversity from their potential adverse effects. To date, 167 countries, plus the European Union, are 

Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. The Secretariat of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol is 

located in Montreal, Canada. For more information visit: www.cbd.int . 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

In decision X/2, the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, held from 18 to 29 October 2010, in 

Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan, adopted a revised and updated Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, including 

the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, for the 2011-2020 period.   Parties agreed on implementation of the 

2011-2020 Strategic Plan, and progress achieved towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  For more 

information on Aichi Biodiversity Targets, please see http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/default.shtml  
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